Total Synthesis of (-)-lasubine II by the conjugate addition and intramolecular acylation of an amino ester with an acetylenic sulfone.
[reaction: see text] The conjugate addition of methyl (S)-(2-piperidyl)acetate (3) to 2-(3,4-dimethoxyphenyl)-1-(p-toluenesulfonyl)ethyne (4), followed by LDA-promoted intramolecular acylation, stereoselective reduction, and desulfonylation, afforded (-)-lasubine II.